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1770, he abrogated the main provisions of the
edict of 1764. All who wished to engage in
the grain-trade .were required to inscribe in the
police registers their names, rank, places of
residence and storage, together with the papers
relative to their enterprises, and were compelled
under very heavy penalties to sell no grain ex-
cept in the market-place.

" The lords, the parsons, the laborers, the
artisans of twenty villages, were compelled/'
says Voltaire, " to go or to send to the place
of the market; and if any one sold at his own
granary a bushel of wheat to his neighbor,
he was condemned to a fine of five hundred
francs, his wagon and horses being turned
over to those who came with a troop of sol-
diery to perpetrate this outrage. Every lord
who gave wheat or oats to a vassal in his vil-
lage was subject to punishment as a crimi-
nal." To break up this abuse of power, it
was necessary that Turgot should be made a
minister.hat will
